
Parks, Recreation, and Public 
Facilities Policy Framework 
Introduction 
The City of South San Francisco has embarked on a comprehensive update to the SSF General Plan, titled 
“Shape SSF 2040,” to create a forward-looking document that will serve as the blueprint for the City’s vision 
through the year 2040. The goals, policies, and actions in Shape SSF 2040 will serve as a compass for decision-
makers and will shape future plans and actions of the City. This revised policy document will replace the 1999 
General Plan and will inform updates to the City’s Zoning Ordinance and Climate Action Plan 

This Parks, Recreation, and Public Facilities Policy Framework is an interim step in the General Plan process 
before drafting the elements (or chapters). It highlights key outcomes, performance metrics and policies for the 
public to review. This Policy Framework was developed with what the General Plan Update team heard from 
community members, Community Advisory Committee, Planning Commission, and City Council. This framework 
synthesizes critical issues and policy approaches by describing key strengths and opportunities, challenges and 
threats, and what the planning team has heard from community. 

Where We are Now  
The City of South San Francisco owns and maintains a variety of parks, open spaces, trails, and recreational 
facilities for residents, employees, and visitors to enjoy. The community also is also served by a variety of public 
facilities and services, including libraries, City offices, fire service, and police service. The following are strengths, 
opportunities, challenges, and threats that have been identified by the planning team throughout the course of 
the General Plan update process, as well as input heard from community members, that have shaped the Parks, 
Recreation, and Public Facilities Policy Framework. 

Strengths and Opportunities 
New and improved parks, trails, and recreational facilities are planned, proposed, or under development. The 
Civic Center Campus development will include a plaza/open space, library, theater, City offices, and City Council 
chambers. Orange Park is in the process of being updated, per a Master Plan. There is a desire to plan 
revitalization efforts for Colma Creek which will transform it into more of a public amenity. The Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan identifies a number of opportunity sites for new parks. The Bicycle Master Plan identifies 
opportunities to improve Class 1 trail connections. 

The City can work closely with the South San Francisco School District to provide public access to school 
recreation facilities. The City has a joint use agreement with the South San Unified School District, which allows 
residents to use school facilities for recreational uses. However, the facilities are often closed to the public and 
not often available. This agreement can potentially be strengthened to provide more recreational opportunities 
to South San Francisco residents and improve park access in park-deficient neighborhoods. Former South San 
Francisco Unified School District sites may have potential to be reused for housing or other public uses. 

There are opportunities to advance health, equity, and sustainability in the parks and recreation system. The 
City can adopt sustainability best practices in the construction and management of parks and public facilities. 
The General Plan is an opportunity to ensure parks, public facilities, and public services are provided equitably 
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#001
Posted by Daniel on 04/26/2021 at 12:48am [Comment ID: 2047] - Link
Type: Love!
Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Westborough and Avalon have a lot of parks for all ages.
WE need the same in this area.
We need parks for different uses.

We need to keep Cypress as a playground and it needs to be improved with play
structures and new courts.
The Linden and Pine grass area is needed for a memorial garden in remembrance and
dedication to our friends and family that we haven't forgotten. This area can also be
used for seniors and for cultural events.
WE need a soccer/football field at Airport  and Linden.
We need a baseball field at Martin School.

#002
Posted by Diana Benitez on 03/29/2021 at 6:37pm [Comment ID: 1930] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

dd

Page 2SSFGPU_Parks_Framework_2021_0301.pdf Printed 08/05/2021

https://raimi.konveio.com/south-san-francisco-parks-recreation-and-public-facilities-policy-framework?cid=2047#page=1
https://raimi.konveio.com/south-san-francisco-parks-recreation-and-public-facilities-policy-framework?cid=1930#page=1


throughout the community and that the City conducts community engagement and outreach related to parks, 
recreation, and public facilities in a transparent and equitable manner. 

The City operates highly-successful childcare and preschool youth programs. The City has a high demand for 
preschool and childcare services but is unable to meet these demands. Parts of Downtown, Winston Serra, 
Sunshine Gardens, and Westborough neighborhoods can be classified as childcare deserts, places with little or 
no licensed childcare capacity. There are efforts underway to add a childcare center in Westborough. 

Nearly 14% of South San Francisco students receive special education services. The city has the highest rate 
when compared to other San Mateo County school districts (average 11.5%). South San Francisco has an 
opportunity to support the innovation of special education services and programming to become the best in the 
county. 

Challenges and Threats  
The City is not meeting park service goals and some neighborhoods do not have convenient park access. South 
San Francisco has about 272 acres of developed parks and open space. Based on the current (2019) population 
of 67,000 and the City’s goal to provide 3 park acres per 1,000 residents, the City needs to provide about 28 
additional acres to meet this goal. Residents of Sunshine Gardens and Downtown have less access to parks than 
residents of other neighborhoods. Downtown has also been identified as an area with a high-risk to 
displacement and high environmental burden.  

The City has limited funding to develop, redevelop, and maintain parks and recreational facilities and expand 
programming. Given budget constraints, the City’s ability to maintain and fund new parks is limited. There is 
community demand for expanded recreational programming and new facilities, but given budget constraints, 
the City has limited ability to meet these demands. Developers contribute fees and land dedications to fund new 
park and recreational facilities, but the existing fee and dedication structure may not be sufficient to develop 
facilities in an expedient manner. 

Population and employment growth will create more demand for parks, recreation, public facilities, and public 
services. Much of the residential and employment growth in the updated General Plan is anticipated to occur in 
Lindenville and East of 101. Currently, there are no residents in these areas, meaning the City will need to ensure 
future residents in these areas, as well as throughout the rest of the city, are well-served by police, fire, City 
services, and parks and recreational facilities. 

Overall enrollment in the South San Francisco Unified School District is declining and Latinos and Pacific 
Islander have lower high school graduation rates than their peers. This enrollment decline has led to the closure 
and leasing of several facilities including the former Foxridge and Serra Vista school sites. Cohort graduation 
data shows that Pacific Islanders (58%) and Latinos (74%) have the lowest graduation rates by race. Educational 
attainment is low in areas of Downtown, with less than 15% of residents in the area holding at least a Bachelor’s 
degree.  

What We’ve Heard 
Throughout the General Plan process, community members identified many ideas for improving the City’s 
system of parks, recreation, and public facilities. The following list include key ideas heard from community 
members that have guided development of this Policy Framework: 

• Downtown needs a community center, parks, and gathering spaces. 
• Sunshine Gardens needs a park. 
• The community needs more senior services and programming and connections (such as a shuttle) to 

services. 
• Residents expressed desire for another pool. 
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#003
Posted by Olga Perez on 03/31/2021 at 10:44pm [Comment ID: 1942] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 7, Disagree: 0

Intra-community shuttle service in underserved communities of Old Town, Pecks Lot,
Hillside areas would be most valuable to residents (errands to laundromat, stores,
pharmacy, Downtown, accessing free school lunches, etc).

Free shuttle service along the perimeter of SSF is not widely useful for aforementioned
neighborhood residents, as it does not reach their destination or meet their service
needs.

#004
Posted by Daniel on 04/26/2021 at 12:46am [Comment ID: 2045] - Link
Type: Love!
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Westborough and Avalon have a lot of parks for all ages.
WE need the same in this area.
We need parks for different uses.

We need to keep Cypress as a playground and it needs to be improved with play
structures and new courts.
The Linden and Pine grass area is needed for a memorial garden in remembrance and
dedication to our friends and family that we haven't forgotten. This area can also be
used for seniors and for cultural events.
WE also need a soccer and football field at Airport and Linden.
We also need a baseball field at Martin School.

Reply by Anonymous on 04/30/2021 at 3:10am [Comment ID: 2651] - Link
Type: Love!
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Agree !!
Youth don’t have equal recreational opportunities in Old Town area.
Our only playground Cypress needs adequate and safe play structures.
Seniors need separate park area on Pine, away from toddlers.
Sport fields needed.
Baseball at Martin school.
Soccer/football at Irish Greens.
Basketball at Cypress&PV

This area has the most families with young children and the need for
recreational opportunities has been established via report 31 years ago and not
acceptable for needs not to be addressed, especially at this time where funding
via impact fees have been received and continue to be collected along with
significant donations from biotech and sale of E of 101 property interest.
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#005
Posted by Olga Perez on 03/31/2021 at 1:18am [Comment ID: 1933] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 11, Disagree: 0

Suggestion of park gazebo, aligned with trees and landscaping at Pine/Linden lots
would be appropriate structure at this location, as it would serve various needs lacking
in Old Town area: Latinx cultural appreciation, senior citizen safe space (encourage
outdoors/combat loneliness), garden and preservation (care) of memorial trees planted
in 2011, and promote local artists through  sculptures. 

Reply by Daniel on 04/26/2021 at 12:42am [Comment ID: 2042] - Link
Type: Love!
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Westborough and Avalon have a lot of parks for all ages.
WE need the same in this area.

We need 2 different parks.
Cypress needs a play structure and new courts.
The Linden and Pine area is needed for a memorial garden in remembrance and
dedication to our friends and family that we haven't forgotten. This area can also
be used for seniors and for cultural events.
WE also need a soccer and football field at Airport and Linden.
We also need a baseball field at Martin School.

Reply by norma on 04/28/2021 at 9:42pm [Comment ID: 2142] - Link
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Cypress playlot needs to be fixed for our children. We only have one
swing set.
Gardiner playlot was recently upgraded and we need this playlot
upgraded too.

#006
Posted by Olga Perez on 04/13/2021 at 7:09pm [Comment ID: 1990] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 6, Disagree: 0

Instead of developer fee contributions, suggest developer commit to a park remodel?
Community does not know where the funds are being spent or allocated, especially for
areas that have been impacted the most - Old Town (transparency and more
immediate improvements and services to community).
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#007
Posted by Olga Perez on 03/31/2021 at 1:01am [Comment ID: 1931] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 9, Disagree: 0

Suggestion of remodeling Cypress Park designed for toddler use (addition of infant
swings and safe play structures), as well as a functional full-size basketball court in
order to provide recreational opportunities that is lacking in Old Town area has been
expressed throughout  entirety of the ShapeSSF guiding process. Tree landscape
would also be greatly beneficial for shade and in addressing climate crisis.

#008
Posted by Olga Perez on 03/31/2021 at 10:31pm [Comment ID: 1940] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 9, Disagree: 0

Gazebo with outdoor seating at Pine/Linden lot would be extremely beneficial for
Seniors by providing a safe place for socializing and recreational opportunities.
Improvements at this site would also provide health benefits for Seniors. 

#009
Posted by Olga Perez on 03/31/2021 at 1:49am [Comment ID: 1935] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 6, Disagree: 0

Every neighborhood should be afforded a playground for young children/teens for a
happy childhood and recreational opportunities. All collaborate avenues should be
researched (i.e. schools) in addressing necessity of parks in Sunshine Gardens area. 

Reply by Olga Perez on 04/14/2021 at 11:38pm [Comment ID: 2001] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

*collaborative*

#010
Posted by Olga Perez on 03/31/2021 at 1:50am [Comment ID: 1937] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

Recreational opportunities that were once available to residents at public school
grounds are  no longer available to us (tracks, playgrounds, etc).

Collaboration with local government and District should be explored in providing
recreational opportunities since there is limited land for new parks.
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• Residents should have improved access to recreational facilities at public schools. 
• There is a need for more daycare, childcare, and after school programs, including more affordable pre-k 

facilities and more childcare facilities. 
• Parks need to be safe and have better lighting. 
• Parks and walking trails need to be better maintained. 
• Public art should be incorporated into parks. 
• There should be more community events. 

Where we want to be in the future 
The Parks, Recreation, and Public Facilities Policy Framework identifies outcomes, performance metrics, goals, 
policies, and actions that will guide the development of elements in the updated General Plan. This policy 
framework has been developed based on feedback from South San Francisco residents, regional experts, City 
Council members and City staff throughout the community outreach and engagement process. This policy 
framework is being shared with the community before being drafted into General Plan policy. The framework 
includes outcomes and key performance indicators with targets for measuring progress. Each goal is 
accompanied by a symbol that identifies the cross-cutting community value supported through the policy’s 
implementation. The cross-cutting community values are listed below: 

Equity + Inclusion Sustainability 
 

Innovation Livability 

Outcomes 
• A system of well-connected parks, open spaces, trails, and recreational facilities that promote use of 

active transportation, exercise, health, and serve all residents, employees, and guests. 
• Quality and reliable public services, including policing, fire rescue and emergency operations, and 

library services. 
• Opportunities for people of all ages, abilities, ethnicities, and backgrounds to engage, participate, and 

enjoy South San Francisco’s public services and parks, recreational amenities, open spaces, and trails.  
• South San Francisco’s public facilities are sustainable, well-maintained, and accessible.  

Performance Metrics 
• Performance Metric: Park service 

o Target: 3 acres per 1,000 residents, 0.5 park acres per 1,000 employees. 

• Performance Metric: Maintenance 

o Target: Maintenance staff per park acre. 

• Performance Metric: Reach of service 

o Target: Monitor percent of population that visits parks and recreational facilities and 

participates in parks and recreational programming and aim to increase over time 

• Performance Metric: Park access 
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#011
Posted by JG on 04/14/2021 at 12:01pm [Comment ID: 1991] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Access/location of the skatepark does not feel safe or secured compared to other
skateparks. There needs to be a proper skate path to get there and design should
include beginner levels for younger children, too.

#012
Posted by Olga Perez on 03/31/2021 at 1:59am [Comment ID: 1939] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 8, Disagree: 0

Promote local artists through public art should be encouraged throughout all of SSF for
beautification efforts and in promoting cultural appreciation.
Artwork in SSF is mostly located in Westborough, Orange Park, and industrial areas.
Downtown's only sculpture was moved to Orange Park years ago.

Pine/Linden Ave Lot would be an idea location in promoting Downtown, as the founding
ground of SSF, and as an extension of Grand Ave., as well as being rich in history of
Italian/Latinx descendants.

Reply by Olga Perez on 04/14/2021 at 11:49pm [Comment ID: 2002] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

My apologies. There was a recent donation of art sculpture last year placed at
corner of Park Way/Lux/Maple., that is greatly appreciated.

Besides art sculptures, trees would be beneficial for beautification, health and
climate change efforts.
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o Target 1 park, trail, open space, or privately-owned public open space within a 5-minute walk 

(1/4 mile) of residents. 

• Performance Metric: Babies and toddlers served by early childcare public and private facilities 

o Target: percentage babies and toddlers served in relation to citywide babies and toddler 
population in various income households 

Goals and Policies 
Goal: Expand the amount of open space in South San Francisco and ensure 
they are accessible to the public. 

• Preserve existing open spaces like Sign Hill, seek opportunities to acquire additional open space 
acreage as identified in the Park Master Plan, and ensure open spaces are accessible to all ages of 
abilities. 

• Seek opportunities to acquire new open space along the San Francisco Bay and Colma Creek in East of 
101 and Lindenville.  

• Seek opportunities to create new public access points to Sign Hill, the San Bruno Mountains, and the 
San Francisco Bayfront. 

• Improve accessibility to San Bruno Mountain trail from Hillside Boulevard by removing fencing, 
improving signage, and allowing visitors to park at the school during weekends. 

• Maintain viewsheds at key locations from Sign Hill and the San Bruno Mountains of the city and Bay. 
• In coordination with San Mateo County and other partners, incorporate interpretive signage along 

Colma Creek and in open spaces that educate community members and visitors about the unique 
biological resources in South San Francisco. 

Goal: Expand the network of parks and gathering spaces throughout the city 
accommodating the physical and social needs of users of all ages and abilities.  

• Implement the Parks and Recreation Master Plan and update every 5-to-10 years. 
Develop the proposed parks identified in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

• Continue to use the parks classification system described in the existing General 
Plan: community parks, neighborhood parks, mini parks, linear parks, specialty parks, 
common green areas, and open spaces, and include new categories, San Mateo County-owned park 
trailheads, South San Francisco Unified School District (SSFUSD) properties the public can access per 
joint use agreements, and privately-owned public open spaces.  

• Continue to implement the Orange Memorial Park Master Plan (2007), which will expand the existing 
aquatics facilities, create lighted, multi-use sports fields, and increase stormwater capture and improve 
water quality. 

• Develop community gardens in parks throughout the city, particularly in neighborhoods without 
convenient access to healthy food.  

• Develop temporary/pop-up parks and placemaking opportunities in streets, plazas, City facilities and 
undeveloped City-owned properties. 

• Strengthen the joint use agreement with the South San Francisco Unified School District to improve 
community access to school facilities, including pools. Work with SSFUSD to support the conversion of 
the Foxridge School site to park space and multi-family housing. 

• Ensure new specific plans or master plans developed for new neighborhoods in East of 101 and/or 
Lindenville plan for neighborhood or community parks.  

• Ensure the Zoning Ordinance allows parks and recreational land uses in all neighborhoods of the city. 
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#013
Posted by Olga Perez on 04/30/2021 at 3:20am [Comment ID: 2652] - Link
Type: Love!
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

There are many parents who are stay at home parents and cannot afford daycare
centers thus children are excluded from private play park areas.
Also daycare park sites are closed to public, thus parents must rely on public playlot at
Cypress which needs improvements.

#014
Posted by Daniel on 04/26/2021 at 12:45am [Comment ID: 2043] - Link
Type: Love!
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Westborough and Avalon have a lot of parks for ALL age groups.
WE need the same in Linden Downtown area.
We need parks for different uses.

We need to keep Cypress as a playground and it needs to be improved with play
structures and new courts.
The Linden and Pine grass area is needed for a memorial garden in remembrance and
dedication to our friends and family that we haven't forgotten. This area can also be
used for seniors and for cultural events.
WE also need a soccer and football field at Airport and Linden.
We also need a baseball field at Martin School.
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• Through community benefits agreements, require non-residential development projects East of 101 to 
provide publicly accessible, private open space as part of their site plan. Ensure the design and 
programming of privately-owned public open spaces meets the City requirements. Count 1/3 of 
privately-owned public open space acreage towards park service acreage total.  

Goal: Complete the San Francisco Bay Trail and improve the experience of 
using the Trail. 

• Partner with local agencies and organizations to promote efforts to extend the Bay Trail from Brisbane 
to San Bruno within City limits. 

• Develop a system of publicly accessible open space and connecting networks within East of 101 and 
linking to Terra Bay, Downtown, and Lindenville.   

• Work with developers and property owners facing the San Francisco Bay Trail to ensure that the trail 
unimpeded, well-maintained and that there are clear sight lines along trails. 

Goal: Improve access to parks, gathering spaces, and public amenities in 
Downtown.  

• Create a network of mini parks, woonerfs/living streets with shared spaces, plazas, and other public 
open spaces Downtown and develop a clearly marked system of walkways to connect these spaces. 

• Seek opportunities to acquire property, including former Redevelopment Agency sites, utility rights-of-
way, and other vacant and underutilized properties to convert into parkland in Downtown. 

• Evaluate opportunities to expand active park space on the City Hall property. 
• Designate a site for a new mini or neighborhood park Downtown on the block bounded by Railroad 

Avenue, Spruce Avenue, Colma Creek, and Linden Avenue and require developers to contribute park 
fees to fund the park. 

Goal: Provide sustainable, attractive, and safe park amenities. 

• Ensure parks are safe by providing lighting, orienting building facades towards 
parks, incorporating wayfinding signage, and providing clear lines of sight. 

• Implement the Urban Forest Master Plan and update every 5 to 10 years. 
• Incorporate permanent and temporary public art, particularly from local artists, 

throughout parks and seek opportunities to implement the Public Art Master Plan in parks. 
• Maintain high quality amenities for active and passive recreational use in parks, including playgrounds, 

fields, and sport courts. 
• Add plaques, signage, and public art that celebrates South San Francisco’s history and culture in parks.  
• Integrate sustainability strategies into City‐owned landscapes to improve water quality and reduce the 

need to irrigate landscapes. This includes green infrastructure and stormwater capture, drought 
resistant plants, native plants, and the use of recycled water for irrigation.  

• Seek opportunities to modernize the indoor pool at Orange Park in order to continue to provide 
benefits from aquatics programming. 

Goal: Provide quality recreational programming and facilities that provide recreational 
opportunities to all residents, regardless of ability, neighborhood, or economic 
background.  

• Program community events, festivals, and classes at parks and public gathering 
spaces throughout the city, either funded by the City or in partnership with 
community organizations.  

• Support and permit special events in parks organized by community organizations. 
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• Develop multi-purpose recreational spaces for dance, performing arts, indoor sports, and more.  
• Explore opportunities to provide more recreational services to targeted populations (e.g. teen services, 

senior services).  
• Seek opportunities to convert vacant and underutilized commercial and industrial buildings into 

recreational buildings. 
• Continue to provide recreational vouchers to low-income groups and seek funding opportunities to 

expand the voucher program, particularly for active recreational programs. 

Goal: Provide appropriate resources and staffing to ensure parks and recreational 
facilities are adequately funded and maintained. 

• Provide appropriate resources and staffing to maintain existing and future parks 
and recreational facilities.  

• Seek grant funding to help fund capital projects. 
• Study potential for using parcel taxes or developing community facilities districts to fund facility 

development and maintenance. 

Goal: Provide convenient and safe trail and other pedestrian connections throughout the 
community.  

• When possible, connect parks, recreational facilities, and open spaces to the trail 
network.  

• Develop and improve Class I trail connections identified in the Active South City 
Plan.  

• Encourage property owners to beautify alleys, corridors, and passages between buildings to create a 
safe and distinct environment for pedestrians and to better connect people to Downtown’s gathering 
spaces, historic resources, public art, and public facilities. 

• Transform Colma Creek into a walkable amenity by improving sidewalk conditions and incorporating 
lighting, public art, and street furniture, street trees, and landscaping. 

• Acquire unused utility corridors, rail rights-of-way, and vacant and underutilized parcels to extend and 
better connect the trail network.  

• Partner with non-profit organizations for trail maintenance, funding, and programming. 
• Ensure trails have seating, shade, signage, and other amenities 
• Explore potential for providing new pedestrian connections to the Centennial Way Trail, Colma Creek, 

and the San Francisco Bay Trail. 
• When finalized, implement the Centennial Trail Vision Plan. 
• Coordinate trail planning with other regional trail planning efforts to improve connectivity throughout 

the regional trail system. 
• Work with developers and property owners facing the Centennial Way Trail and Colma Creek to ensure 

trails are unimpeded and well-maintained and there are clear sight lines along trails. 

Goal: Provide quality public facilities and services to South San Francisco residents. 

• Develop and adequately maintain a library, park, police station, fire station, City 
Council chambers, and City offices at the Civic Center site. 

• Ensure public facilities and services are equitably distributed throughout the 
community and are provided in a timely manner to keep pace with new 
development. 

• Adapt City programming and services, including library services, as needed to ensure they meet the 
community’s needs, based on continued monitoring of demographic, socio-economic characteristics. 
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• Ensure the City has modern facilities and use green building techniques and promote sustainable 
practices, including energy efficiency and water conservation, in new or renovated City facilities.  

• Improve connections to public senior services and programming, by developing a shuttle system, on-
call van system, or bringing “pop-up” services to neighborhoods underserved by public facilities, 
services, and programs.  

• Offer free high-speed internet at City facilities.  
• Provide free access to modern technology, including computer access, at libraries in order to close the 

support literacy and provide access to technology, training, and education. 

Goal: Provide quality childcare and preschool programs citywide. 

• Expand availability of affordable childcare and preschool for people of all income 
levels, with particular emphasis on lower-income families particularly in 
Downtown, Westborough/Winston Serra, and the new residential area of Lindenville. 

• Provide one-time grants to Family Child Care homes for zoning permit application or to update homes 
to be ready for babies and toddlers,1 This includes not fining applicants who want to legalize their 
Family Child Care homes.  

• Conduct an inventory of property that may be converted or developed into public or private Early 
Childcare Education facilities.2 

• Ensure the Zoning Ordinance allows childcare facilities in all residential neighborhoods.  
• Coordinate and integrate childcare programs with housing, community, and social programs. 
• In collaboration with SSFUSD, support and expand after-school programs that provide educational 

opportunities and provide a safe place for youth after school. Seek opportunities to implement the 
City’s Childcare Master Plan. 

• Encourage private preschools and childcare facilities to open in South San Francisco, particularly in 
neighborhoods with young children, employment land uses, and neighborhoods currently underserved 
by preschool and childcare facilities.  

Goal: Provide engaging and convenient programming and services for seniors in South 
San Francisco. 

• Provide a variety of senior programming to ensure seniors live healthy, active, 
and social lifestyles, including aquatics, fitness, and events. 

• Provide programming for seniors in neighborhoods with high proportions of the population over age 
65. 

• Provide educational programming and training for seniors through City recreational programming and 
library services.  

Goal: Support high quality K-12 public school education in South San 
Francisco. 

• Develop formalized partnerships with life science companies and 
associations to provide students at SSFUSD with internships, science awards, and upgraded lab 
equipment. 

• Partner with life science companies to provide job training for current residents through Life Science 
Associations. 

 

1 https://www.advancementprojectca.org/tools-we-use/publications/babies-and-toddlers-in-los-angeles-
county-prioritizing-high-quality-early-care-and-education-to-set-children-on-a-path-to-success 
2 https://www.advancementprojectca.org/tools-we-use/publications/ece-facilities 

Page 13SSFGPU_Parks_Framework_2021_0301.pdf Printed 08/05/2021



• Maintain a continuous exchange of information with the South San Francisco Unified School District on 
projected growth of the city. 

• Develop partnerships with art organizations and associations to provide students with internships, 
awards, and upgraded visual and performing arts equipment. 

• Support and expand free or low-cost after-school programs in collaboration with SSFUSD that provide 
educational opportunities and provide a safe place for youth after school. 

• Partner with life science companies and art organizations to provide special education students with 
internships, awards, and equipment to be the best district the County. 

• Provide inclusive programming, technological resources, and services at libraries to promote literacy 
and support educational outcomes of K-12 students. 

Goal: Ensure an equitable and comprehensive community engagement process for park, 
recreation, and public facilities and services planning. 

• Monitor changing community demographics, such as age and spoken language at home, to ensure 
facilities, programming, and services aligns with community demographics. 

• When appropriate, send targeted promotions and notifications related to parks, recreation, and City 
services in English, Spanish, Mandarin, and Tagalog.   

• Ensure workshops and community events focused on parks and recreation are offered in languages 
spoken in the community and are held multiple times/at varying hours of the day to encourage 
attendance. 

• Identify the needs of youth, seniors, the disabled, people who do not speak English as a first language, 
disadvantaged populations, and people in neighborhoods underserved by parks, recreation, trails, and 
public facilities, and ensure facilities and programming serves these needs of these groups. 

• Monitor demographics and needs of residents in neighborhoods throughout the city and match 
programming with neighborhood demographics and needs (e.g. more senior programming in 
neighborhoods with a substantial senior population).  

What topics do we want more feedback on?  
• Do the outcomes, performance metrics, goals, and actions align with community priorities? 
• Are there any topics missing? 
• Where should the City prioritize park development? 
• Where should the City prioritize development of new recreational facilities and recreational 

programming? 
• How should the City fund improvements to the parks system and public facilities? 
• How should the City meet the community’s needs for preschools and childcare? 

015

016
017

018

019
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#015
Posted by Dan on 04/12/2021 at 6:32pm [Comment ID: 1968] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

SSF is broken up into different neighborhoods and old town area has seniors that do
not drive and speak Spanish only.
They don't have access to Senior Center that is geared for English speaking residents
and miss out on programs and social activity.

Being aware of Latin cultural and social activities is important in planning park
developments, and equal opportunities based on their culture also important.
Latin American countries are based on open space plazas and is the focal point of their
day for Seniors. Quiet time away from children in playgrounds and parks is important
for them. 

#016
Posted by Dan on 04/12/2021 at 5:50pm [Comment ID: 1960] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Headstart program specifically serve low income children, while excluding middle class
who cannot afford nor find pre-k programs. 
Pre-K should not place priority on one child over another, based on income. 

#017
Posted by Dan on 04/12/2021 at 6:05pm [Comment ID: 1964] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Use impact fees that are collected from developers.
Also, biotech development continues to grow and instead of collecting impact fees, 
request of funds to improve existing parks would be better for healthy and safe
community because citizens don't know where the impact fees are being used for and
they are not being used to community most affected (old town area). 

#018
Posted by Dan on 04/12/2021 at 6:18pm [Comment ID: 1966] - Link
Type: Question
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Prioritize fixing neighborhood playground at Cypress&Pine ave. 
Playgrounds are healthy for children and there's only one structure that is useful (swing
set).
Parents ask ourselves why we are excluded and playground neglected, without decent
play area.
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Can the playground be remodeled the same as Gardiner was please? 
This playlot should be a priority because old town has many families with young
children and many families don't have cars, besides, it makes no sense to drive far to
visit a park.

#019
Posted by Dan on 04/12/2021 at 6:00pm [Comment ID: 1962] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Prioritize in areas that are underserved and face disadvantages
Skills not taught at schools and programs are beneficial to teenagers in old town area
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