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The City of South San Francisco hosted a Youth Advisory Council (YAC) Workshop for the General Plan Update on
Saturday, August 15, 2020 from 12-1:30pm virtually via the Zoom Meeting platform. The purpose of the workshop was to
review the draft citywide vision and guiding principles, review proposed citywide land use alternatives, and advertise
the online surveys review to gather input on draft proposed land use alternatives in South San Francisco. Through a
presentation, discussion topics, and live polls, meeting participants were provided opportunities to ask questions and
provide comments. The following is a summary of the workshop and input received.

Meeting Participant Demographics

There were approximately 9 members of the YAC present at the workshop. The neighborhoods represented, per a live
poll that was administered during the meeting, included 38% from Westborough, 25% from El Camino Real/Orange
Park and Downtown, and 13% from Winston Serra. Most participants were under the age of 30 and were of Asian,
Hispanic/Latino, White, or Black descent (please see the Appendix for the comprehensive poll results).

Vision and Guiding Principles
The presentation provided an overview of the draft vision statement, core values, and guiding principles developed
from input received from stakeholders and community members through a series of outreach events, including subarea meetings, community workshops, pop-up meetings, and online surveys. The draft vision statement for the future
of South San Francisco was presented as follows:

Meeting participants were asked their input on the vision statement through a live poll. All participants responded that
they either agreed or strongly agreed with the draft vision statement (please see the Appendix for the comprehensive

poll results).
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Big Ideas in the Alternatives
The next item on the agenda included an overview of the land use alternatives. Participants learned how the project
team prepared the three land use alternatives by factoring in “Big Ideas” identified during previous community
engagement and existing conditions analysis, including environmental factors, market trends, COVID-19 pandemic
impacts, and housing demand. The “Big Ideas” shared by participants in previous meetings were highlighted, including:

Workshop participants were asked to prioritize the “Big Ideas” they liked most and comment on the ideas. The
following were the top ranked results:
●
●
●

Produce workforce and affordable housing - 44% of the votes
Reinforce Downtown as the heart of the community - 33%
Transform Colma Creek and Address sea level rise – 11% each

Please see the Appendix for a full breakdown of the results.

Land Use Alternatives
After the presentation of each land use alternative, meeting participants were provided an opportunity to comment.
The following is a summary of the input received on the land use alternatives.

Big Idea Comments
●

Include Transit-Oriented Development at BART as a Big Idea

Housing
●
●
●

Housing is important for youth to be able to stay in town but Downtown dis proportionally bearing the brunt
of housing
Consider more housing in existing single family residential areas to reduce gentrification. Also consider more
housing along ECR.
There is still a need for some housing on the east side of the city, but it can’t be the majority of development.
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●
●
●
●
●
●

Consider high density in the Westborough neighborhood, potentially with a business incubator space that
caps rent as an incentive to stimulate commercial growth, and supports housing and economy
Reconsider reducing heights in El Camino Real, height allowances, and densities
Address the community concerns about transitions to surrounding single family neighborhoods and consider
medium density housing in R1 neighborhoods or school sites
Consider barriers of housing applicants that apply for several housing options
Address the idealistic approach to housing in Alternative 3 by considering the feasibility of housing numbers
Housing opportunity at old Safeway and Orchard Supply

Sustainability
●
●

Share which sustainable practices are in consideration, for example, solar technology
Consider how sustainability will be addressed in all the elements of the General Plan

Parks and Open Space
●
●

Plan for park access from various neighborhoods, including Hickey Blvd.
Consider increasing public space in biotech areas, which currently feel exclusive to the public, to allow for city
cohesion past Grand Ave.

General Comments
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Consider how the land use proposed for the El Camino Real corridor can be consistent in all the alternatives
Alternative 1 appears to have the most potential to increase jobs in the commercial areas
Share community’s feedback on the alternatives
Clarify South San Francisco rent control policies and how it will address the RHNA allocations
Share plans for specific neighborhoods, for example, Downtown’s Grand Ave.
Consider the increase in jobs based on each alternative
Clarify density designations on maps

After learning about each alternative, meeting participants were asked to provide their input through a live poll and
identify which alternative they preferred. It was explained by the project team that there would be more opportunities
to discuss specific areas throughout the City, and a community survey is also available to gather more substantive
input. Of those that took the poll, the majority of respondents preferred Alternative #3 and one respondent preferred
Alternative #2 (Please see the Appendix for comprehensive poll results).
In addition, meeting participants were asked the importance of balancing future jobs and housing throughout the City,
to ensure there is enough housing to keep up with local demand. Of the participants that responded, more than 75% of
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respondents noted that jobs-housing balance was extremely or very important (Please see the Appendix for
comprehensive poll results).
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Appendix
LAND USE ALTERNATIVES
Current General Plan Land Use

Citywide Land Use Alternative #1
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Citywide Land Use Alternative #2

Citywide Land Use Alternative #3

City of South San Francisco General Plan Update

8

Live Poll Results

Demographics

Vision
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Big Ideas

Preferred Altern
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