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On October 30, 2019, the City of South San Francisco hosted a Community Advisory 
Committee Forum, from 7-8:30pm in the Council Chambers. The objective of the forum 
was to provide an overview of the South San Francisco mobility trends, review existing 
citywide and regional initiatives, and discuss opportunities for enhanced mobility goals 
and policies in the General Plan. The forum included a panel of local experts working on 
mobility and transportation projects throughout the region. Taylor McAdam, Fehr and 
Peers, set the stage by discussing the regional context for transportation. Casey Fromson, 
SamTrans, dove deep into the transportation initiatives on a regional level. Next Jessica 
Manzi, Redwood City, reviewed recent transportation efforts in Redwood City. Taylor 
McAdam, Fehr and Peers, closed the panel presentations with an overview of emerging 
trends in transportation and technology. The meeting concluded with community 
comments, questions and feedback in an open Q&A session. The following summarizes 
the key themes from each presentation (in order of presentation) in addition to 
community discussion Q&A (in order of frequency of heard themes). 

FORUM PANEL: 
• Taylor McAdam – Transportation Planner, Fehr & Peers  
• Casey Fromson – Director of Government and Community Affairs (San Mateo 

County Transit) for Caltrain, SamTrans & San Mateo County Transportation 
Authority  

• Jessica Manzi – Transportation Manager, Redwood City 
• Dave Javid – Principal, Plan to Place – Moderator 
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Key Themes from the Presentations 
• Emerging Mobility Trends | Which transportation themes is SSF focusing on in 

the General Plan? 
○ Accommodating growth 
○ Managing traffic congestion 
○ Reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
○ Improving street safety 
○ Capitalizing on regional investments 

• Regional Transit Plans | What initiatives are in place to reduce traffic 
congestion regionally? 

○ SamTrans is expanding bus capacity by introducing express buses 
and express lanes 

○ Caltrain is electrifying trains, improving stations, and formulating a 
2040 business plan 

• Building a Local Multi-modal Network | What can we learn from Redwood 
City? 

○ Concentrate development near high-quality transit service to reduce 
drive alone rates 

○ Provide new mobility options and improve on existing ones 
○ Manage parking supply to support mobility and economic 

development goals 
• Adapting to New Technology | How does/will technology play a role in 

mobility in SSF? 
○ There are more mobility options available than ever before 
○ These options may change people’s willingness to take certain types 

of trips 
○ These options don’t fit neatly into the familiar street design 

templates 
 

Key Themes from the Community Discussion 
• The transportation system is disconnected and sometimes not realistic 
• Sporadic density in transportation modes causes reduced service to the 

seemingly popular and favored services 
• Street safety for pedestrians, bikers, and motorists can and should be 

significantly improved 
• Some parts of the system seem to favor the wealthy/private charters instead 

of the general public 
• SSF lacks a bike network, thus demotivating bikers due to unsafe road 

conditions, lack of incentive, and lack of acknowledgement 
• Some communities are isolated from public transportation entirely 
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