
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. What is the Lindenville Specific Plan and what does it 
envision?
The Lindenville Specific Plan will guide the 
implementation of the General Plan’s vision for the 
area as a mixed-use neighborhood, employment hub, 
and cultural center of South San Francisco. It envisions 
a walkable, connected district where people have easy 
access to retail, parks, and other community resources. 
The Plan will preserve the city’s industrial heritage but 
will also provide new opportunities for people to live 
and work in the district.

2. What are the goals of the Lindenville Specific Plan?
• Center the voices of the people who live, work, and 

play in Lindenville.
• Prepare a shared plan for achieving a successful, 

equitable, and resilient district through design  
standards, community benefits, and provision of 
public amenities and services.

• Retain the existing industrial uses of Lindenville, 
while also ensuring the new neighborhoods are 
livable, healthy, and green.

3. What is the timeline for this project?
The Lindenville Plan process spans about one year. It 
began in the summer of 2022 and is schedule to 
conclude by fall 2023.

4. What do we mean when we say, “Specific Plan?”
A specific plan is a planning and zoning document that 
functions as a tool for a small area or district within a 
city. It establishes a vision for an area while also 
defining implementing policy and development 
standards. Specific plans describe the distribution, 
location, and extent of land uses, as well as the 
proposed distribution, extent, and intensity of 
transportation and infrastructure updates.

5. How does the Lindenville Specific Plan relate to the 
General Plan of South San Francisco?
The General Plan, which was adopted in October 2022, 
identifies a vision for the city, as well as updated land 
use and policy directions for the Lindenville district. 
The Specific Plan will implement the vision of the 

General Plan by creating specific directives, strategies, 
and standards that aim to develop Lindenville into a 
resilient and walkable mixed-use district.

6. What does the project area encompass?
The project area is approximately 495 acres, and it 
contains approximately 328 acres (77% of the project 
area) devoted to industrial uses. The existing industrial 
land accounts for 40% of South San Francisco’s 
industrial inventory, as well as 15% of San Mateo 
County’s industrial inventory.

7. Why is this process happening now?
The City received a time-sensitive grant from MTC/
ABAG to evaluate expanding into Lindenville the 
successful Downtown Station Area Specific Plan 
Priority Development Area (south of the existing 
downtown area). In addition, adoption of the Specific 
Plan will further support the City’s success in meeting 
its Regional Housing Needs Allocation for the 2023-
2031 sixth cycle Housing Element Update.

8. Housing is a major issue in California. Will the 
Lindenville Specific Plan address housing?
Yes, it will! The General Plan proposes housing in 
Lindenville, will provide direction for thedesign and 
types of housing, housing affordability, and 
compatibility between housing and industrial land 
uses.

9. Does this Plan include open space?
Yes, it will plan for new parks and public spaces to 
serve employees and residents. It will also guide the 
future of recreation, ecology, and flood prevention 
along Colma Creek.

10. How can I get involved and stay updated?
There are many ways to get involved with this project:
• Complete a community survey
• Participate in a community workshop or pop-up 

event
• Provide input via our stakeholder and focus group 

meetings
• Visit the interactive project website:   

https://shapessf.com/plan-lindenville/


