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On September 9, 2019, the City of South San Francisco hosted a sub-area meeting for the 
Orange Park + El Camino Real sub-area, including the neighborhoods of Orange Park, 
Mayfair Village, and El Camino Real. The objective of the sub-area meetings is to meet 
with members of the community in locations throughout the City, and to provide an 
overview of the South San Francisco General Plan process, review existing citywide and 
neighborhood-specific conditions, and discuss upcoming community engagement 
activities. Most importantly, the meetings are intended to hear from the community. 
Meeting participants discussed what they loved about their neighborhood, what 
residents would like to change, and whether there were opportunities for improvement. 
Participants broke out into small groups and were led by a facilitator through a series of 
discussion questions, followed by a report out of the key themes that arose in each of the 
groups.  The following document summarizes the key themes from each group.  

The community feedback received at the Orange Park + El Camino Real sub-area meeting 
is summarized below. Themes are ranked in order of overall importance as identified by 
participants. 
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Why did you move to your neighborhood? 
• Affordability in buying a home 
• Grew up in South San Francisco 
• Proximity to San Francisco 
• Great neighborhood and community 
• Walkability and proximity to public transit 
• Biotech future 

 

What do you love about your neighborhood? 
What makes it unique and special?  

• Historic and cultural resources, including art and the WPA post office 
• Sense of community and identity 
• Community events and activities 
• A city who cares 
• Charming downtown with local businesses and restaurants 
• Convenient location: proximity to parks, BART, and downtown 
• Higher density housing in downtown, with access to public transit 
• Parks—Centennial Way is a great resource 
• Mix of people in the neighborhood 
• Free shuttle 

What are the things you like the least about 
your neighborhood that you would like to 
change?  

• Insufficient transit—long headways, lack of shuttle connections, lack of 
connection between BART and Caltrain, connections to ferry 

• Cut through traffic, too fast with limited sight distances 
• Not enough trees and landscape along major roads like El Camino Real 

and Spruce 
• Overloaded parking on streets 
• El Camino Real is not designed for higher density; high density housing is 

not located where people want to be (close to transit) 
• No bike infrastructure 
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Imagine yourself living or working in South 
San Francisco in 20 years. What do you 
want to see in your neighborhood? Are 
there new services you want to see in 20 
years? 

• More services like a 24HR Fitness/gym, grocery store, restaurants, good 
bookstore, etc 

• Art, cultural, and historic celebrations—preservation of resources, blue 
collar/industrial identity, art gallery, museum, art installations 

• Reinvigorate Grand Avenue—better stores, specialty shops, art/food 
festivals, potentially close off part of street to cars 

• Improved parks 
• Beautify the streets with lush landscaping to make more pedestrian-

friendly 
• More places where the diverse community can come together (libraries, 

churches, centers) 
• More restaurants and range of services around BART and Kaiser 
• Walkable anchor destinations other than downtown 
• Better public transportation/mobility 
• More community events and a great farmer’s market 
• More ground floor retail along El Camino Real, redesigned to be 

pedestrian-friendly 
• Condo developments along public transit 
• More involvement from biotech industry—proud of SSF location and 

more giving back to community 
• Connection of Colma Creek to be able to walk to the hospital 
• Tech/teen center for high school/college age 
• Complete bike network 
• Take advantage of waterfront 

Other topics of conversation? 
• Such high prices, people having to work 2 jobs to afford living here 
• Many homebound elderly people who need services 
• Connect and incentivize local jobs for local residents 
• Make space for other industries, not just biotech 
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